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West Contra Costa USD Celebrates the Completion of the  

New Walter T. Helms Middle School! 
 

On Saturday, May 29th, 2010, WCCUSD will host an open house to showcase the new Helms 

Middle School Campus to families and the community at-large. Families and community 

members will be able to tour the new campus and learn about its many features. The new Helms 

Middle was built to include “Green Schools” elements such as lighting controls that turn off 

lights when outside lighting is sufficient and a storm water treatment system that will treat and 

clean a majority of the runoff prior to discharge into the local creek.  

 

The school will also have a full surveillance camera system which the San Pablo Police 

Department will be able to access via a web-based coordination system.  The new system will 

allows for campus monitoring, response to incidents, and development of evidence if needed to 

assist in campus security.  The new Helms Middle campuses design in a modern interpretation of 

the “Alvarado Adobe” style of the City of San Pablo.  The new campus can house up to 1,070 

students in a 140,000 sq feet campus.  Measure J Bond provided the $70 million needed to 

rebuild the school, $54 million for the main campus and $16 million for future demolition of the 

old campus and new field construction.   

 

Please join us for a Community Open House with live music, food and school tours. 

 

WHEN:   Saturday, May 29, 2010 —12:00-3:00 pm 

   (Tours start at 12:30 pm) 
 

WHERE: Walter T. Helms Middle School  

2500 Road 20, San Pablo CA 
 

 

 

http://www.wccusd.k12.ca.us/


 
 

 

 
 



 

 



Helms Middle School Community Open House Background Information 

1. Campus Basics. Size:  140,000 sq. ft.  Student Capacity:  1070 

a. 3 Classroom Wings, story with open exterior walkways allowing easy supervision 

i. 48 total classroom teaching stations 

ii. Classroom wings can be set up as small learning communities 

b. Main Quad and smaller quads at each classroom provide the campus 

organization to encourage student interaction, but also to provide easy 

supervision.  

c. Full Gymnasium, locker rooms, dance/fitness center. 

d. Multi-purpose room has a stage for events and performances and also serves as 

the cafeteria. 

e. Full cooking kitchen, with interior speed line system for service and multiple 

snack bar locations. 

f. Campus is set up for use by the community—Library and Multi-purpose building 

each can be used without opening up the center of the campus. 

g. Helms Community Project.  The project provides a home for this award-winning 

program which provides supportive services to students and their families.  

2. Costs.  Construction cost for main campus:  $54 million.  Total Project cost over $70 

million including planning, design, management, and future demolition, fields 

construction.  

3. Construction.  Steel braced-frame construction with stucco exterior finish. 

4. Community Center City of San Pablo.   

a. Demolition of the existing buildings is the next step in the process of completing 

the full campus.   

b. An area of the existing schools’ playground is being reserved for the construction 

of a new community center for the City of San Pablo.  It is anticipated that the 

city will run after school, evening and weekend programs at the site—which will 

also utilize the new Gymnasium and future fields.   

5. School/Community Playgrounds & Fields. 

a. After demolition of the existing campus the District will be completing the 

project with the construction of new playgrounds and fields. 

b. The District and City are jointly working on the design of fields and play areas—

first concepts include Community Garden, all-weather running track, tot-lot, 

skate park areas, soccer field with bleachers, picnic areas, additional parking for 

community events.     

6. Design. Architectural Design is as a modern interpretation of the “Alvarado Adobe” style 

of the City of San Pablo.  The red tile roofs, with broad overhangs create protected 

spaces for circulation and gathering.   



7. Seismic replacement building.  The existing Helms Middle School buildings were 

identified during early structural evaluations as very poor performers in earthquakes.  

Because of the nature of the existing buildings, the difficulty of seismic retrofitting, and 

their poor configuration, it was determined by the Board that a full reconstruction was 

more appropriate.  

8. Green Schools elements.   

a. High efficiency heating systems, with full energy management systems. 

b. Natural day lighting in classrooms, with lighting controls that turn off lights when 

outside lighting is sufficient in the rooms. 

c. Storm water treatment system—bioswales, and retention basin at the rear of 

the campus treat and clean a majority of the runoff prior to discharge in the 

creek. 

d. Low flow water fixtures for reduced water usage. 

9. Technology. 

a. Voice over IP phones 

b. All classrooms and offices fully wired for internet access 

i. 2 student computers and one teacher computer in each classroom are 

included, with room to expand to 6 student stations. 

c. Wireless access points throughout campus for student use 

d. 3 Computer labs distributed throughout campus, and computer lab area for 

project-based learning in the library. 

10. Security.  

a. Surveillance camera system.  Web-based, coordinated with San Pablo Police 

Department.  Allows for campus monitoring, response to incidents, and 

development of evidence if needed to assist in campus security.   

 


